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Acorn- and egg-shaped painted signs show the products of and contributors to Santa Clara County soils at the
Morgan Hill Community Garden. They are public art works by Helen Lessick in partnership with the gardeners.
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Soil Sample Morgan Hill

Soil Sample Morgan Hill is community art
for Morgan Hill Community Garden and
gardeners. Artist Helen Lessick designed
and installed a series of 10 enamel on steel
art signs for the garden which explore what
grows in this ground, and what lies beneath.
This guide will help you see our soils!

Soil, like community art, is local and created
over time by the cycle of rocks, plants, and
microbes. Soil is influenced by what grows
in it, what flows on it, and what is built or
paved above it.

This artwork was influenced by Morgan Hill
Community Garden's mission: to serve area
citizens as a valuable educational resource
for sustainable gardening; to teach Morgan
Hill and surrounding communities the
health and nutrition of locally grown fresh
food, and the current best practices for
sustainable gardening; to share the bounty
of our harvest with neighbors and low
income families who may have limited
access to fresh produce. Gardeners make for
healthy communities!

Where in the World?

Morgan Hill lies in south Santa Clara
County in central California. Here lie soils
good for irrigated crops. including figs,
almonds, oranges, and grapes, and for
gardens and urban devel-
opment. Morgan Hill soils
formed of limestone and
oceanic crusts. Large
groups of rocks, called

erranes, act as frames.
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Community Garden
Morgan Hill Community Garden is a non-profit
volunteer organization run by a six member
board. This 0.3 acre parcel next to the South Santa

Clara County Courthouse in Morgan Hill is
owned by the City of Morgan Hill.

This artwork supports the connection between
healthy soils and healthy cities. It is made possi-
ble by the City of Morgan Hill, Sakata Seeds and
the MHCG Gardeners.

Special thanks to Terry McGlone, artist and
designer at cuecreativeservices.com
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